


































Welcome to the 
National Library 


The National Library belongs 10 the people of Australia. It 
houses a vast national collection of books, manuscripts, 
pictures, films, maps and other materials. This collection 
naturally has a strong Australian emphasis, but the Library 
also holds a great deal of material of general world interest— 
relating, for example, to science and technology, and to the 
languages and cultures of other peoples, especially those of 
Asia and the Pacific. 

The Library is not merely a storehouse of collections. 
Much of the activity that takes place within the building is 
concerned with services that the Library provides—to other 
libraries, and to scholars, students, and others in search of 
knowledge. 

This brochure is an introduction to the Library. It 
describes the building and its art works, and it opens the 
door on some of the Library’s behind-the-scenes activities. 

If you wish to use the Library and need assistance, the 
readers’ adviser in the Catalogue-Bibliography Room will be 
pleased to help you. 

If you would just like to look round, these notes may be of 
interest. The information officer at the foyer reception desk 
will be glad to answer your questions. 

Guided tours of the building are provided twice daily 
during the week and are advertised in the foyer. 
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The building 

( A calm quiet building of 
heroic scale’ 

The National Library of Australia stands on the southern shore 
of Lake Burley Griffin, in what is called the Parliamentary 
Triangle of the capital, Canberra. The building has been called a 
contemporary derivation in the spirit of classical design, and its 
elegant profile and colonnaded exterior do indeed suggest the 
influence of Graeco-Roman architecture. The designers were the 
Sydney architects Bunning and Madden, in association with 
T. E. O’Mahony. The chief architect, Walter Bunning, has 
described the Library as ‘a calm quiet building of heroic scale’. 

The building was erected by the National Capital Development 
Commission. It was started in May 1964 and opened in August 
1968. The cost of construction was about 8 million dollars. The 
building is 364 feet long and 172 feet wide, from end to end of 
the colonnade. It is of five storeys, and stands on a spacious 
podium in which there are two basement floors; the podium can 
be extended to provide additional accommodation and storage. 
Fine materials were used in the construction of the building. 
The podium is paved with black and grey-green Norwegian 
slate, and its handrail is of South Australian black granite. 

The columns surrounding the building (44 in number, each 
70 feet high) are faced with white Carrara marble from Italy. 

The walks are of Roman travertine and the window frames are 
of bronze. The roof is sheathed in copper. 

The foyer is paved with golden Australian Wombeyan marble, 
and the foyer staircase is of Pentelic marble from the Parthenon 
quarry in Greece; the stairwell is of blue-green Italian marble. 

Many Australian timbers were used in the internal finishing of 
the building—black bean, jarrah, red cedar, bleached coachwood, 
Tasmanian oak, and others. All of the furniture and most of the 
soft furnishings were designed and made in Australia. 

'Exhibition areas 

On the lower ground floor, in the foyer, and on the first-floor 
gallery there are exhibition areas in which materials of out¬ 
standing interest from the collections are displayed, and where 
special exhibitions are mounted. The Rex Nan K/vell Room is 
named after the donor of a major pictorial collection. 

The theatre 

The theatre on the lower ground floor seats 300 people and is 
fitted with modern film projection and sound amplifying 
equipment. Free showings of films drawn from the collections of 
the Library are regularly offered to the public, especially during 
school holidays. 
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Lintel sculpture by Tom Bass above the entrance doors 

Photograph: Max Dupain 


The foyer tapestries from the me Ranine 

Photograph: Max Dupain 

The balcony 

There is a balcony around the building at the first floor level. It 
affords fine views of the lake and of the mountains to the west 
of Canberra. 

Public facilities 

The lower ground floor and the theatre may be reached by lift 
from the lobby beyond the foyer. There are public telephones in 
the lobby, and there are lavatories on the lower ground floor. 
A readers’ lounge and cafeteria adjoins the Conference Room on 
the fourth floor, but unfortunately its use must be restricted to 
those who are using the Library’s collections rather than those 
visiting the building. A ramp entrance on the southern side 
makes it possible for wheelchair users to enter the building. 

Smoking in public areas is restricted to the first floor balcony 
and the Readers’ Lounge. 





Art works of 
the building 



Sculpture 

The copper relief above the entrance doors is by the Australian 
sculptor Tom Bass. It is seventy feet long and is visually divided 
into three parts by columns of the colonnade. The central element 
symbolises the winged sun, expressing the revelation, enlighten¬ 
ment and power of truth. To the right, the wing of the sun 
becomes a branch of the ever-growing tree of knowledge. To the 
left is the ark, which is an image of the Library as the place in 
which all species of knowledge are conserved; the ark is made 
like a honeycomb to suggest that it is full of the residues and 
distilled essences of many cultures. These symbols were derived 
from cylindrical seals used by the ancient Sumerians to authen¬ 
ticate their cuneiform writings. 

On the lake side of the building is a bronze casting of a work 
by the English sculptor Henry Moore, entitled Two Piece 
Reclining Figure. 

Tapestries 

The three tapestries in the foyer were designed by a French 
artist, Mathieu Mategot, and were woven of Australian wool at 
Aubusson, France. Each is 17 feet high and 10 feet wide. The 
tapestries depict aspects of life in Australia. The one on the left 
shows the radio telescope at Parkes, N.S.W., against a re-creation 
of the central Australian desert at night. The centre tapestry 
depicts the flora and fauna of the continent, dominated by a 
gorgeous imagined specimen of the ‘Land of Parrots’—the name 
given to a southern landmass on some maps of the sixteenth 
century, before Australia was discovered. The tapestry on the 
right combines several motifs: the Great Barrier Reef and 
tropical Australia; a ram’s head symbolising the wool industry; 
and the Sydney Opera House as a token of urban life. 
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Coloured windows 

Flanking the exhibition areas of the foyer are sixteen windows 
designed and executed by the Australian artist Leonard French. 
They are made of French and Belgian chunk glass, ‘from a 
palette of fifty colours’, and are mounted in concrete. Each is 
approximately 11 feet high and 4 feet wide. The windows are 
symbolical of the planets. The artist has commented that the 
mystery and wonderment of the theme allowed a complete poetic 
interpretation; ‘the movements and patterns of the galaxies 
suggested a horizontal animation in contrast with the symmetry 
of the foyer’. The windows on the northern side receive the 
morning sun and are mainly in red, orange and gold. Those on 
the other side admit a cooler blue, green and violet light in the 
afternoon sun. 

Re minders of Captain Cook 

The Library holds a number of items relating to James Cook, the 
most precious being the journal in his own hand of the voyage of 
the Endeavour , 1768-71, during which he charted the eastern coast 
of Australia. This was bought in London in 1923 and is now only 
occasionally displayed, because of the need to protect the pages 
from fading. The Library also holds a number of Cook’s letters, 
and one of the logs of the Endeavour voyage. 

In a case in the foyer is a cannon of the Endeavour. It was one 
of six thrown overboard when the ship struck a reef off the 
Queensland coast in 1770, and recovered by an American 
expedition two hundred years later. The effects on the barrel of 
the submersion were made good by the Defence Standards 
Laboratory of the Department of Supply, on behalf of the then 
Department of Shipping and Transport. The mounting is a 
replica. 

On the first-floor gallery is a model of the Endeavour. It was 
made at the National Maritime Museum, Greenwich, near 
London, to a scale of \ inch to 1 foot, and was unveiled by 
H.M. Queen Elizabeth II during the Cook bicentenary celebra¬ 
tions of 1970, as a gift to Australia from the government and 
people of the United Kingdom. The hull consists of a block of 
pine below the waterline; above this the ribs were built up and 
planked over, some 12,000 wooden pins being used in the 
fastenings. The model is faithful to the original plans and has 
parts that work—for example, the wheel turns the rudder. Its 
construction occupied nearly two man-years. 



Right One of the Leonard 
French windows in the foyer 
of the National Library. 

Seen at their best against 
the clear light of the 
tablelands, the windows 
impart a feeling of great 
richness to the entrance of 
the building 

Below ‘Two Piece declining 
Figure', by Henry Moore 
Bottom Thomas Luny's 
painting of the ‘Lari of 
Pembroke', later James 
Cook's ‘ Endeavour\ leaving 
Whitby—a fine example 
from the Library's collection 
of historical pictures 












Collections and reading 
rooms 

The collections of the Library contain material in many languages 
and from many countries. In recent years they have grown 
dramatically to meet the needs of research in a period of rapid 
national development. The Library receives, by law, one copy of 
every Australian publication, and catalogues all Australian 
publications, and publications about Australia originating 
overseas, in the Australian National Bibliography , which is issued 
weekly and cumulated monthly, four-monthly and annually. 
Many overseas official publications reach the Library as a result 
of exchange arrangements with other libraries. 

Many benefactions large and small have helped to build the 
collections. One of the Library’s greatest benefactors is Mr Rex 
de C. Nan Kivell, of London, who has enriched the material 
purchased by the Library in 1958 by substantial gifts of further 
historical pictures, books and manuscripts relating to Australia 
and the Pacific. Another great collection of Australian books and 
manuscripts, that assembled by Sir John Ferguson, author of the 
Bibliography of Australia and an ardent supporter of the National 
Library, was acquired by the Library over a period of more than 
thirty years, partly by gift and partly by purchase. 

The Library values no less its acquisitions, which often come 
about by gift and bequest, of the manuscripts and papers of 
Australian writers and artists, politicians and administrators, men 
and women of science, industry and technology, and many others. 


The Library has large and growing collections of maps, films, 
sound recordings, newspapers and periodicals (both as originals 
and in microform), microfilms, pictures, and photographs. By no 



The general reference reading room 
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means all of this material relates to Australia. For instance, the 
Rare Book Collection is especially strong in books published in 
England and Europe in the eighteenth century, and in material 
on the French Revolution. 

The general reference reading room 

The Library’s main reading room is 168 feet long and 38 feet 
wide, and has seats for more than 150 readers. There are windows 
in the first-floor gallery through which visitors who do not wish 
to use the reading room may observe the scene. Selected 
reference books and periodicals are available on open access but 
the overwhelming majority of books seen in use in the reading 
room are brought up or down from the stacks by an automatic 
book conveyor. 

Other reading rooms 

The Petherick Special Studies Room on the first floor is reserved for 
senior and post-graduate students and readers engaged on 
relatively long-term projects, especially those involving use of 
rare Australiana. The Microcopy and Newspaper Reading Room, 
lower ground floor, contains machines for reading the ever- 
increasing amount of microfilm and microfiche; some are capable 
of producing enlarged copies of any page required. 

The Ferguson Room, also on the first floor, is a special place for 
keeping rare Australiana, including that in the Ferguson and Rex 
Nan Kivell collections. 

The Pictorial Reading Room, the Rare Book and Manuscript 
Reading Room and the Map Reading Room are all on the second 
floor, adjoining the collections they serve. The first of the 
National Library’s subject units, the Australian National Scientific 
and Technological Library (anstel), will open there in 1975 to serve 
the urgent needs of science and industry. 

The Oriental Studies Reading Room is on the third floor and is an 
important Australian centre of Asian studies. On the same floor 
are the ‘reading rooms’ of the Film Collection and Services Section — 
twin theatrettes seating 27 and 18 viewers. 


Activities and services 


The National Library grew directly from the Commonwealth 
Parliamentary Library, from which it was separated by the 
National Library Act of 1960. It is an autonomous statutory 
authority, controlled by a Council, and reports to the Parliament 
through the appropriate Minister. The Library has special 
responsibilities for services to Parliament and to the departments 
of Government. It is not itself a public lending library, but is for 
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the time being responsible for the Canberra Public Library 
Service. 

Union catalogues and inter-library loans 

The Library occupies a central place in the Australian library 
system. It keeps what are called the national union catalogues of 
monographs (books and pamphlets), serials (periodical publica¬ 
tions) and newspapers. A union catalogue is a consolidated 
catalogue of the collections of a number of libraries. The National 
Library’s union catalogues record the holdings of 650 Australian 
libraries and are the focal point of the system of inter-library 
loans. Libraries that do not possess books requested by readers 
use the system to locate the nearest source of those books and 
arrange to borrow them. 

bibliographical services 

The Library is responsible for a number of Australian biblio¬ 
graphical publications, including the Australian National Bibli¬ 
ography, the Australian Public Affairs Information Service, Australian 
Government Publications, Australian Films, Australian Maps, and 
others. Because of the ever-increasing mass of material to be dealt 
with, the Library has undertaken the development of com¬ 
puterised systems of bibliographic data storage and retrieval. 
The Australian National Bibliography is already computerised, and 
the Systems Development Section of the Library is engaged, among 
other tasks, in preparing similar programmes for other biblio¬ 
graphical publications. 

Service sections of the library 

It is difficult in a short space to indicate the extent of the activities 
that take place within the Library. There is, for instance, a 
Selection, Acquisition and Processing Section that is responsible for 
acquiring new material, and a large Cataloguing Section through 
which material passes before it goes into use. The Library’s Film 
Collection and Services Section develops the Australian Historical 
Collection of Films, and handles the large loan collection (over 
40,000 film loans are made each year). There is a Publications 
Section that is responsible for producing bibliographical and other 
publications, including books on materials in the collections. 
There is a Training Section that undertakes staff training and 
liaison, using modern audio-visual and other equipment. A 
Conservation Unit is engaged in the preservation of pictures and of 
paper and film-based materials. The Library has a well-equipped 
Photographic Unit, a Bindery, and a Reproduction Unit that handles 
internal printing requirements. The many sections and sub¬ 
sections of the Library are backed by the Management Services 
Branch, which deals with all matters of finance and staffing, and 
with the equipping and operation of the building. 
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The library and the future 


The Library is committed to a future in which traditional library 
services will be developed hand in hand with the new technology 
of information science. National and international networks using 
automatic data processing will give the user quick access to 
sources of information closest to his needs, speeding his own 
inquiries and saving him from duplicating work already done 
elsewhere. Not only scientists will benefit from such sdi (selective 
dissemination of information) services, but people engaged in 
many kinds of industry and business, and workers in the social 
sciences and humanities. The Library is the Australian centre of 
the U.S. computer-based Medical Literature Analysis and 
Retrieval System (medlars) and Educational Resources Infor¬ 
mation Center (eric), and is developing other information 
services. 


National Library statistics 


In the mid-1970s the Library has a staff of over 750 people. 

The floor space totals 8J acres, and there are about 17 miles of 
shelving for books. 

The Library houses 1 *5 million books, 91,500 reels of micro¬ 
film (equivalent to about 70 million printed pages), 72,000 current 
serial titles, 283,000 maps, 500,000 aerial photographs of Australia 
and over 139,000 other photographs, 25,000 pictures and prints, 
a loan collection of 14,000 moving picture films and an historical 
collection of about 5,000 films, and more than 84,000 sound 
recordings. 



One of the computer service bureaux used for data processing 
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Opening hours 


The following are the hours of opening of the reading rooms and 
special areas of the Library: 

Main reading room 

Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 10.00 pm 
Saturday and Public Holidays 9.30 am to 4.45 pm 
Sunday 1.30 pm to 4.45 pm 

Books cannot be obtained from the stacks on Sunday 

Petherick special studies room, microcopy, and newspaper 
reading rooms 

Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 10.00 pm 
Saturday and Public Holidays 9.30 am to 4.45 pm 
Sunday Closed 

Map, oriental studies, pictorial, and rare book and 
manuscript reading rooms 

Monday to Friday 9.30 am to 4.45 pm 
Saturday, Sunday and Public Holidays Closed 

Exhibition areas 

Monday to Friday 9.00 am to 10.00 pm 

Saturday, Sunday and Public Holidays 9.00 am to 4.45 pm 

The Library is closed on Christmas Day and the reading rooms 
are also closed on Good Friday and Anzac Day. 


The print shop 


The Print Shop is situated off the foyer, and is open from 9.00 am 
to 4.40 pm every day of the year except Anzac Day, when it opens 
at 1.30 pm and Christmas Day, when it is closed all day. 

A selection of National Library publications, including a wide 
range of cards and prints, is available for sale. 

The Print Shop will accept foreign currency and travellers’ 
cheques during normal office hours. 

Cylinders for prints are available at a small charge, but the Print 
Shop does not arrange the packing and dispatch of purchases. 
The nearest post-office is at Parliament House. 

Printed by A. E. Keating Ply Ltd 
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